
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of
2001 as reauthorized by the Every Student
Succeeds Act of 2015, requires all school districts
to provide homeless children and youth, including
unaccompanied youth, a free and appropriate
education.

The DCPS Homeless Children and Youth Program
(HCYP) works with homeless students, families,
schools, shelters and community organizations to
ensure their educational rights are protected.

Children and youth experiencing homelessness have the
right to rapid enrollment into school even if they are missing
school or health records, birth certificates and proof of
residency. Please contact the HCYP if there are questions or
concerns about residency.

T H E  R I G H T  T O  I M M E D I A T E L Y  E N R O L L

The school of origin is defined as “the school that a child or
youth attended when permanently housed or the school in
which the student was last enrolled, including a preschool.”.
The student has the right to attend the school of origin for
the duration of homelessness, and until the end of the
academic year in which the student becomes permanently
housed.

T H E  R I G H T  T O  R E M A I N  I N  T H E
S C H O O L  O F  O R I G I N .

A parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth can request to
enroll in the local school determined by the current
temporary residence. The right to immediate enrollment is
NOT extended to application schools. You can find the in-
boundary school by typing your current temporary address
into the DCPS Enrollment Boundary Information System
(EBIS): http://dcatlas.dcgis.dc.gov/schools/

T H E  R I G H T  T O  I M M E D I A T E L Y  E N R O L L
I N  T H E  L O C A L  ( I N - B O U N D A R Y )
S C H O O L

Presume that keeping the student in the school of origin is in
the student’s best interest. Best interest placements are
determined by the impact of mobility on achievement,
attendance concerns, safety of the child or youth, the impact
of the commute on education, special education needs and
seat capacity, and the school placement of siblings. Best
interest placements are made by the HCYP Manager and the
appropriate Instructional Superintendent.

T H E  R I G H T  T O  R E C E I V E  A  B E S T
I N T E R E S T  P L A C E M E N T .

Only the registrar, school-based homeless liaison, principal
and/or the individual that the family in transition disclosed
to, should be made aware of the family’s homeless status.

C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  R E G A R D I N G
D I S C L O S U R E  O F  H O M E L E S S  S T A T U S .

School-based Homeless Liaisons will request transportation
(via SmarTrip card) and uniform assistance through the
Homeless Children and Youth Program.
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